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This picture shows a rock face covered with many different species of lichens. Lichens grow 
incredibly slowly, depending on the species and the prevailing conditions they may grow less 
_ than one or up to several millimetres a year. If their growth rate is known and the colonies are 
relatively undisturbed, the time when a rock face was first exposed can be guessed at (the age 
of undated gravestones can be estimated this way). What dramas must have taken place to get 

to the present arrangement, border disputes, intrusions and retreats.... It is all a matter of scale. 
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Editors’ Note ; 

I was very pleased with the variety of articles submitted for this issue, there were so many, some had 
to be held over until May. Apologies to those who made the effort to get something in on time. 

There are a few letters and submissions in this issue, rather boring for those mainly interested in the 
more traditional Field Naturalists’ activities. However, apart from acknowledging those hard- 
working people from the committee, we also feel that members need to be made aware of what is 
being said on their behalf. Retrospectively, as done here, may not be the best way to do things, but 
often time is so short, it means either responding and sticking one’s neck out or remaining silent. At 
the March general meeting the letters were read out and the authors were prepared for criticism. 
Please let the committee know if you have concerns, or indeed, if you have any positive comments. 


Who is Responsible? 
Author: Bill Holsworth 


: 


In late January a magpie came to our porch and 
tapped on the window. I opened the door and it 
walked in. I went into the lounge room and it 
followed me. Obviously it was someone's tame 
magpie so we gave it mince and oatmeal to eat 
then showed it the door. Later that day it left but 
it returned the next morning and sat on the 
window sill watching Carol wash the breakfast 
dishes. Again we fed it, let it walk through the 
house, and then put it outside where it stayed for 
most of the day. This was repeated for the next 
five days. In the quiet of the afternoon we 
looked up when a magpie squawked very loudly 
and we saw our magpie being chased out of the 
yard by a second magpie. I suppose the second 
magpie was the owner of the territory around 
our block and had just discovered an interloper. 
Our magpie did not return. 


This incident reminded me of a children's story, 
The Little Prince, by Antoine de Saint-Exupery. 
The little prince encounters a fox and the 
conversation goes like this: 

"What does that mean - "tame?" 

"It is an act often neglected," said the fox. 

"It means to establish ties." 

"To establish ties?" 

“Just that," said the fox. "To me, you are still 
nothing more than a little boy who is just like a 
hundred thousand other little boys. And I have 
no need of you. And you, on your part, have no 
need of me. To you, I am nothing more than a 
fox like a hundred other foxes. But if you tame 


me, then we shall need each other. To me, you 


will be unique in all the world. To you, I shall 
be unique in all the world..." 


Someone has a specific responsibility for an 
individual magpie in Bendigo. Most people 
accept that when they tame wild animals they 
become responsible for them. Similarly when 
we hold wild or domestic animals in captivity 
we become responsible, legally and well as 
morally, for their welfare. 

The purpose of this short article is to ask several 
questions. "What should be our response to 
wild animals that we do not hold captive, but 
isolate in small patches of habitat, or remove 
much of their food and cover, or introduce 
foreign predators?". 

Do we have a collective responsibility for 
populations of magpies, echidnas or 
honeyeaters? We raise sheep to be eaten and we 
catch red-fin to eat: is there a moral difference? 
Would your thinking be changed if I had said, 
"We raise sheep to be eaten and we shoot ducks 
and kangaroos to eat, is there a moral 
difference"? Can we logically campaign against 
kangaroo and duck shooting but accept 
destruction of their habitat by grazing, forestry, 
irrigation, and urban sprawl? 


(Illustration from Antoine de Saint-Exupery 1945) 


Bird Observations — March 1998 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Collared Sparrowhawk, Junortoun, 15/2/98 

Brown Goshawk, Bendigo Hospital, 18/2/98 
Crested Pigeon (on nest), Junortoun, 1/3/98 
White-browed Babbler (6), Kangaroo Gully, 17/2/98 
Weebill (2), Strathfieldsaye, 1/3/98 

White-winged Chough (10), Strathfieldsaye, 1/3/98 


The Brown Goshawk is demonstrating 
its adaptability by hunting for feral 
pigeons in the accessible locations such 
as the hospital. 

{t is interesting to note that J. 
Robinson’s last recording of a Weebill at 
Strathfieldsaye was 1983. Also, the 
White-browed Babblers in the Kangaroo 
Gully Creek area (recorded since 1991) 
have a more viable family population 
than the previously reported number of 
two. 


eee 


From: Daglish, E.F. 1928. The Smaller Birds. 
Volume 4 in the series ‘Animals in Black and White’. 
London and Toronto, J.M. Dent & Sons Inc. 


The Tailor Bird 
from Eric Fitch Daglish (1928) 


In general appearance the Tailor Bird is 
like a small olive-green warbler. It is 
common in India, where it frequently 
visits gardens, and makes its presence 
known by its constant chirping and 
calling. The Tailor Bird is remarkable 
for its extraordinary method of making a 
nest. Taking two large leaves growing 
at the end of a branch, it pierces holes in 
their edges with its beak and literally 
sews the leaves together with raw silk 
obtained from cocoons. Having done 
this, it proceeds to fill the cup formed in 
this way with cottony down until a very 
cosy and warm nest results. Sometimes, 
when a specially large leaf is found, its 
edges are sown together to receive the 
stuffing of down — no second leaf being 
used. Freshly-grown leaves are always 
selected by the Tailor Bird for the 
purpose of making its nest, for, of 
course, if old leaves were used they 
would be likely to wither and fall before 
the baby birds were out of the nest. 
There are several other smaller birds 
which make nests sewn in a similar 
manner to that of the Tailor Bird, but 
none of these are so skillful, and their 
completed works lack the neatness and 


- finish which is so marked a feature of 


the little Tailor. 


Project PAW - Victoria’s Pest Animal 
Watch 


A survey is being conducted by DNRE and 
community volunteers of feral pigs and goats 
during April 98. Anyone who sees feral pigs or 
goats during April can fill out a form showing 
their number and location. 

Forms can be obtained from: 


Mr Tim Bloomfield 

Vertebrate Pest Information and 

Extension Manager 

Victorian Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences 

475 — 485 Mickleham Road 

Attwood Vic. 3049 

ph. (03) 9217 4200 


Rod Orr has a copy of the form. 
Replies are due by Friday 8th May. 


March General Meeting 

Speaker: Jan Salmon, Roadside 
Conservation Advisory Committee 
Authors: Sabine Wilkens and Jenny Shield 


Many people may not be aware that there is such 
a thing as the Roadside Conservation Advisory 
Committee even though this organisation has 
existed for 22 years. There are many interested 
parties that are at present part of the Committee 
or have in the past contributed to it: Vic Roads, 
Gas and Fuel, Powercor (and its several 
subgroups), the CFA, the DNRE, the 
Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association, local 
government engineers, councils, Office of 
Planning and Heritage, the VFF, the VNPA etc. 
It is obvious from this list that these parties have 
very different interests in roadside vegetation. 

Roadside management plans were first drawn 
up by Gisborne 10 years ago. More recently, 
the Metcalfe shire has classified their roadside 
vegetation into high, medium and low value and 
their plan is now used as model for other areas. 
Many of the more recent strategies for roadside 
management (e.g. Strathbogie) are specifically 
targeted at roadside workers, as it is now 
realised that this will be the most effective way 


of getting a message across. 

In Victoria, the map, showing areas with 
roadside management plans, is slowly being 
filled in and in the last four years 65 training 
programs, mainly targeted at ground staff, have 
been initiated. That’s all good news. 

Two of the remaining major issues for roadside 
conservation today are droving and clearing for 
powerlines. Droving has become more of a 
problem during the recent droughts, especially if 
people who are not local bring stock into an 
area. A major initiative is on the way to clarify 
this difficult situation. 

It was obvious that the speaker was very 
passionate about the other problem — clearing for 
power lines. A booklet containing the Code of 
how such clearances should be investigated and, 
if necessary, carried out has been written by the 
Power Line Clearance Consultative Committee 
(perhaps you did not know about the existence 
of this committee either...). 

The Code prescribes the following procedure for 
powerline clearances: 

The first step is a site assessment in which all 
the important vegetation should be identified and 
their location recorded. This should be done in 
consultation with knowledgable groups like 
NRE, councils, ECC etc. 

After this consultation, if appropriate, alternative 
methods for power lines should be considered, 
e.g. undergrounding, changing the route, 
engineering solutions (e.g. taller poles), aerial 
bundled cabling, planting alternative species etc. 
If pruning is still found to be essential it must be 
done responsibly, based on regrowth rates, size 
of clearance, fire risk, recurrent cost and 
conservation consideration. This step must 
include training of field staff in appropriate 
pruning practices so that pruning and 
maintenance is done to certain standards. 


From many questions and comments from the 
audience, it was obvious that the Code is not 
being complied with. Jan urged us all to report 
such non-compliance with the Code to the 
company in question, the Chief Electrical 
Engineer or the Ombudsman — and follow it up 
even if the tree has been cut down — only this 
way can we prevent “The Death of a Thousand 
Cuts” for our roadside trees. Setting up a local 
committee which might start the dialogue with 
the distribution companies might be a first step. 


EEC Box - Ironbark Investigation 
Submission from local residents of 
Kingower 

sent by Dawn Sendy 


Over 50 local people have signed a submission 
calling for the banning of “doze and detect” 
bulldozer mining in the Kingower State Forest. 
In spite of the difficulties, the residents remain 
optimistic about the possibility of influencing 
the fate of this forest. The submission read as 
follows: 


The undersigned residents live in the districts 
surrounding the Kingower State Forest which 
we know and appreciate well. We urge that 
mechanised mining be prohibited in this forest 
which has been badly scarred by bulldozer 
mining in the past decade. More extensive 
damage would have occurred but for local 
protest and the subsequent establishment of a 
special buffer zone along the Inglewood-Rheola 
road in 1986. The Kingower State Forest has 
invaluable red ironbark and other woodlands, 
considerable scenic importance, habitat for rare 
and endangered bird species and a diversified 
and unusual plant life. Therefore, we believe it 
should be spared further mining devastation. 
We hope your final recommendation will 
contain such a proposition. 


Editors’ Note: 

Apparently 800 submissions were received in 
this first round. This is a fantastic outcome and 
a clear demonstration that people are very much 
interested in the future of the Box—Ironbark 
forests and woodlands. 

The submission from the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club is reproduced on page 8-10 of 
this issue. 


Box-Ironbark Appeal - 
National Parks Association 
The VPNA are working hard to convince the 
Environment Conservation Council (ECC) to 
protect more Box—Ironbark forest in parks. 

If you wish to assist the VPNA in their 
campaign, your tax-deductible donation can be 
sent to 

Victorian National Parks Association 

10 Parliament Place 

East Melbourne 3002. 


Victorian 


More news from Kingower — 
A local drinking feast 
Author: Dawn Sendy 


A 30 cm terracotta saucer filled with precious 
water four metres from a window of our 
Kingower house on Thursday February 26, a 
day when the mercury reached 43°, provided 
spectacular sights. 


Between 4.30 and 7.00pm hundreds of open- 
beaked birds visited, requiring frequent re-filling 
of the modest saucer. Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters far outnumbered all others that 
zoomed in from nearby bushland, but there were 
plenty of New Hollands, Brownheads, Spiny- 
cheeked, White-plumed, Fuscous, one magni- 
ficent White-eared and three, rare for us, Black- 
chinned Honeyeaters. 

Little respect was shown for pecking order, 
except that Hooded Robins, Red Wattle Birds 
and a Magpie were shown a measure of respect, 
but generally, steady drinking took all the 
concentration. 


Then there were Eastern Spinebills, Silvereyes, 
Eastern Shrike-tits, Yellow Robins, Grey 
Shrike-thrushes and Spotted and Striated 
Pardalotes. 


At one stage in a group were two Red Wattle 
Birds, a Grey Shrike-thrush, a Willie Wagtail . 
and several Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters, all 
drinking together, although the Yellow-tufteds 
were keeping an eye out. 


Later their places were taken by a group of two 


Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, a Hooded Robin 
and a number of Yellow-tufteds. All quietly 


sipping. 


I like to think the birds enjoyed their drinking as 
much as we enjoyed their presence. 


VENCA :Campoaut.at Marysville, 
March:6 -'9, ‘1998 
Author: Bev Leeson 


Jane Cleary and I left Bendigo on the 
Friday afternoon to ‘travel to Marysville, 
via Heathcote, Seymour, Yea and 
Alexandra, arriving in time to hear an 
illustrated talk entitled "Marysville 
Cryptogams or ??". Bruce Fuhrer from 
Ringwood FNC spoke to a wonderful 
collection of mainly fungi slides, enthusing 
and enthralling all. 


On Saturday, together with Greg and 
Gennie Binns (Ballarat) we participated in 
a full day history excursion to the mining 
relics of the Jerusalem Creek Road, Lake 
Eildon State Park. Our guide was Warryn 
Germon, a retired ranger who had spent 
many years at the park. Birds were scarce 
and the forest was extremely dry, but we 
were fascinated by one very deep, 
dangerous shaft - about 1 metre wide and 
at least 140 metres deep. This particular 
disused mine had no railings or protection - 
a real trap for the unwary!! Its walls were 
pitted with pick marks. We viewed tunnel 
mines, a puddling area, old rail tracks, and 
paraphernalia from past days, including a 
restored shed where hand split palings 
were a feature. 


On Saturday evening we were treated to an 
excellent talk on Leadbeater's Possum, by 
Steve ? who is involved in a research 
project at Lake Mountain. Steve is really 
keen to meet Eric Wilkinson. His 
enthusiasm for his research was most 
infectious. 


On Sunday our all day excursion to Lake 
Mountain (Echo Flat) was led by Geoff and 
Ruth Christensen. Geoff presented us with 
an alpine plant list. Then, having chosen 12 
of these for us to study, he showed us each 
plant on the track, identified the relevant 
pages in McCann & Costermans so that we 
could view the flowers, as well as showing 


us a pressed specimen. On re-tracing our 
steps -we re-identified plants seen on the 
way-upithe:track. Both Jane and I felt that 
this method of study in the field was an 
excellent way to ‘help people identify and 
remember the plants. The highlight was the 
viewing of the Mountain Gentians 
(Gentianella diemensis) which were 
flowering. 


After lunch we travelled to see the Big 
Tree - a mountain ash, of course-, the Big 
Culvert, built late last century, and Cora 
Lynn falls, where the Beech Forest was just 
beautiful. The guest speaker on Sunday 
evening was Phil Daniell who gave us an 
insight into the "History of Marysville". 


Monday morning saw Jane & I taking a 
quick walk to the top of Steavenson's Falls, 
while others made a leisurely beginning to 
the day in readiness to depart for Gallipoli 
Park to view the Buxton Gums. In 1991 
this species was listed as threatened under 
the Flora & Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 
The native parasite, Coarse Dodder Laurel 
(Cassytha melantha), takes nutrients from 
the Buxton Gum, causing it to struggle for 
survival. The Buxton Silver Gum Reserve 
is of 17 hectares, 2 kilometres south of 
Buxton. Here we completed the circuit 
walk as well as strolling down to the 
Acheron River. This was a wonderful spot 
for birds - the most we'd seen for the entire 
weekend - highlight being the Eastern 
Whipbird. 


There were, of course, many other options 
for excursions, all of which were appealing. 
VFNCA camp-outs are a great way to get 
to know a new area with expert local 
guides. We need to congratulate Jane on 
her election as secretary of VFNCA for the 
next 12 months. Hopefully many of you 
will be able to participate in the spring 
activities: 

- Spring Excursion Weekend, 

12-13 September at Castlemaine. 

- Camp-out, 16-18 October, Warrnambool 


Jane.& I have already booked a caravan 
site at ‘Warrnambool. Perhaps you'd like to 
join us. 


‘PS This.camp-out weekend saw the final 
meeting of the WVFNCA -:a sad occasion 
for those who remember wonderful 
fellowship, activities and camp-outs. 
However VFNCA is well and truly alive; it 
has and will happily absorb all the clubs 
which previously belonged to WVFNCA. 


Environmental Award for the City of 
Greater Bendigo 
Author: Anne Bridley 


The Keep Australia Beautiful Council Victoria 
recently gave the award for the Most 
Environmentally Conscious Local Government 
Group to the City of Greater Bendigo. 

Bendigo also received a commendation for 
Kennington Reservoir in the Waterways 
Protection section. 

The award was won due to the work of the 
Natural Environment Advisory Committee 
which is convened by the City of Greater 
Bendigo. 

The Committee has given advice to the Council 
on its environmental policies, the Bendigo 
Region Conservation Strategy, Long Gully 
Creek Development Landscape Plan, the 
O’Keefe Trail, the Council’s annual environ- 
mental incentive budget, a landscape plan for 
Mclvor Creek at Heathcote, weed control, the 
new Town Planning Scheme, Spring in the 
Bendigo Bush, and the Council’s 
Environmental Grant Scheme. 


Committee members currently are: 

Rod Orr, Shelley Cohn, Ken Beasley, Diane 
Bish, Lyndal Rowley, Bernie Young (DNRE), 
Peter Davies (Council Officer), Anthony 
Sheehan (Council Environment Officer) and 
Laurie Whelan (Councillor). 

As you can see, the BFNC is well represented 
on the committee. 


Congratulations to all Committee members on 
this award. 


Submission ‘by the 


Bendigo Field 
Naturalists' ‘Club Inc. to the :Environ- 
ment ‘Conservation ‘Council's ‘Box- 
Ironbark Forests and ‘Woodlands 
Investigation 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists' Club has a large 
and diverse membership. The club was formed 
in 1945 to develop members' interests in the 
natural history of this region. It has been active 
in conservation issues since its inception, 
initiated the first requests for a National Park in 
the Whipstick and was deeply involved in the 
formation of the Whipstick and Kamarooka 
State Parks which were recommended by the 
Land Conservation Council and established by 
the State Government. The club has always 
been represented on management and advisory 
committees for these State Parks and is currently 
represented on the Goldfields Park Committee 
which manages the Whipstick and Kamarooka. 


Our members’ interests and concerns extend 
beyond these important State Parks however - 
we have been instrumental in the reservation of 
several important areas of habitat and key 
vegetation communities in the Box-Ironbark 
forests and woodlands in both the urban and 
rural sections of the region as Flora and Fauna 
Reserves. Unfortunately, reserves of this status 
are protected in name only and are at risk from 
mineral exploration and mining - they urgently 
require a secure form of protection for their 
conservation values so that they may become 
permanent environmental assets. 


Our long familiarity with the Box-ironbark 
forests and woodlands of the region and the 
long-term monitoring associated with the 
activities of individual members and the club 
during excursions and various projects in these 
forests and woodlands has brought our club 
recognition as a valuable repository of 
knowledge and opinion on issues involving 
these areas of natural remnants. Unfortunately, 
with our increasing appreciation and knowledge 


of these important forests, we have come to 
realise only too clearly that they are in a state of 
continual decline which we have come to 
understand is the result of an inadequate regard 
to their conservation. These forests and 
woodlands of the Box-Ironbark region 
surrounding Bendigo are being managed 
primarily for many other values before their 
conservation values are considered. Their 
habitat quality and the secure survival of the 
fauna which depends on the Box-Ironbark 
forests and woodlands is given low priority. 
The list of threatened species of flora and fauna 
in these forests has not decreased except, sadly, 
through local extinctions. This list has grown 
longer while we have watched the managers of 
the forests attempting to manage them for 
multiple-use purposes (which are always 
dominated by some economic imperative) rather 
than primarily for the conservation of their 
resource base (which ultimately, underpins the 
sustainability of all attempts to exploit the Box- 
Ironbark forests for economic gain). 


We have seen the forests grazed, supposedly as 
a fire management tool but always leading to the 
degradation of shrub diversity and to increasing 

threats from weed invasion of previously weed 
free forests and woodlands. Grazing has 
actually increased the fire hazard in many areas 
because of the dense growth of rank grassy 
weeds which resulted especially after grazing by 
cattle. 


During this time we have also been involved in 
attempting to improve fauna habitat in our 
surrounding forests by constructing and erecting 
habitat boxes in forested areas where natural 
hollows are scarce or even non-existent. At the 
same time as we have been engaged in these 
attempts to provide habitat hollows, large, old 
hollow trees have been cut for firewood as part 
of the attempt at ‘productive’ use of these 
forests. There has probably been no net 
improvement at all through our efforts - the 
forests have instead been further degraded by 


firewood harvesting and the destruction of the 
larger, older trees. 


We have seen many large areas of the 
surrounding forests disturbed by prospecting 
and exploration for gold and by mining for gold, 
clay and gravel. These supposedly economic 
uses are always destructive and the disturbed 
areas are rarely restored to anything remotely 
like the forest before it was mined - such uses as 
these continue the pattern of degradation of all 
other values of the forests and threaten regional 
biodiversity. 


Nevertheless, we remain committed in our 
attempts to improve the quality of our 
surrounding forests or at least preventing them 
becoming further degraded through 
unsustainable and misguided attempts to manage 
them ‘productively’. 


We see this opportunity to make a submission 
on the current Box-Ironbark Study as an 
important chance to comment on the 
management of our surrounding Box-Ironbark 
forests and woodlands and to make proposals 
directed at improving the long-term quality of 
the forests by ensuring their permanent 
conservation in a secure reserve system which 
includes all of the surviving remnants of Box- 
Ironbark forests and woodlands on public land 
throughout the whole of the Box-Ironbark study 
area, 


We are confident that our proposals will 
contribute to the better management and more 
secure conservation of these Box-Ironbark 
forests and woodlands - unique on the world 
scale but until recently, unrecognised at the State 
level. 


Our proposals are as follows: 

1 That the State of Victoria should 
demonstrate its acceptance of the reserve system 
criteria, specifically the general criterion, "15 
per cent of the pre-1750 distribution of each 


ecosystem should be protected in the CAR - 


reserve system", by creating secure reserves 
which include all remaining Box-Ironbark 
forests and woodlands which are on public land 
in Victoria. The justification for this proposal is 
that all of the remnants of Box-Ironbark forests 
and woodlands which are on public jand 
together represent only 11% of the original 
extent of this vegetation type and so completely 
satisfy this criterion for protection so that the 
biodiversity of the Box-Ironbark forests and 
woodlands may be conserved. 


In this region, our proposal means that all of the 
Box-Ironbark forests and woodlands which are 
on public land surrounding the City of Greater 
Bendigo should become a secure reserve for the 
conservation of natural biodiversity in the region 
- our proposal is that a Greater Bendigo 
National Park should be created which 
incorporates all of these Box-Ironbark remnant 
forests because this level of protection is 
urgently required for these forest remnants to 
avoid further degradation and loss of regional 
biodiversity. 


Other more distant forest blocks in the study 
area with Box-Ironbark remnants should be 
formed into separate National Parks related to 
the nearest major centre, for example, 
Maryborough, St Arnaud, Castlemaine, 
Rushworth and so on. 


2 Specific key blocks on public land with 
Box-Ironbark remnants which are presently 
labelled 'Uncommitted' or which have a lower 
conservation status (Flora Reserve; Flora and 
Fauna Reserve; Historic Reserve; Regional 
Park.) must be included in the new National 
Parks proposed. Also, many of these blocks 
have special conservation values which should 
have led to them being more securely protected 
long before now - it is scandalous that they were 
not and this situation should be rectified 
urgently. Many 'reserves' of this lower status 
were named but never properly formalised as 
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conservation reserves. Merely naming areas as 
Flora &/or Fauna Reserves adds little to the 
urgent need to properly conserve biodiversity in 
a genuine and secure way - all this does is 
mislead the community about the true status of 
these important remnants. It is important that 
these errors of the past should be corrected as 
part of the current review. 


3 Areas of public land which have been 
cleared of tree cover at some time in the past are 
often still extremely valuable because of their 
position in relation to forested crown land. 
Such areas may provide key links between areas 
of forest; such blocks of land may be used by 
migratory species of native fauna; cleared areas 
of public land may act as passive buffer areas 
providing a measure of edge protection for 
forested areas of public land; and, also, areas of 
remnant native grassland and shrubland which 
have developed after clearing often still retain 
important natural biodiversity. All such key 
blocks must be identified as part of this review, 
retained as public land even though presently 
devoid of the expected tree cover of Box- 
Ironbark country, and protected as part of the 
secure reserve system which we have proposed. 


Obviously, further detail will be required to 
make more specific some of the general points 
associated with our proposal - we would, of 
course, be prepared to carry out further work to 
provide any other information which is required 
to substantiate our proposals during the course 
of the review of land use in these Box-Ironbark 
remnants. We would also appreciate the 
opportunity to submit additional argument or 
information at a later stage as the review 
proceeds to complement this initial submission. 


Yours sincerely, 


Rodney M Orr (Vice-President, BFNC Inc.) 
Jane Cleary (President, BFNC Inc.) 
PO Box 396 


Bendigo Vic 3552 26 February 1998 


Letter to Mr Phil Hanna 

Chairman, EES Working Group 
Deborah Reef Project 

Department of Infrastructure 

PO Box 204 

Bendigo 3552 


Dear Sir, 


Members of the Committee of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club Inc. have read the Draft Flora 
and Fauna Assessment by Biosis Research for 
Bendigo Mining NL and have discussed some 
aspects of this Draft Report: 


We wish to endorse the following complaints by 
Rodney Orr and Bill Holsworth concerning the 
misrepresentation of our organisation in this 
Draft Report. 


Acknowledgments Section: 
What is being recognised here? 
What did each of these people contribute? 


As it appears now in this section of the draft 
report, the names of individual Bendigo Field 
Naturalists are being used to give the impression 
that they contributed significantly &/or in too 
many ways to be documented separately - we 
are certain that this is not the case and, 
consequently, a grossly inaccurate and unfair 
impression is being given. 


In our own case, we can not remember 
contributing significantly, certainly not in 
writing and we recall that, to the contrary, we 
did not attend any major meetings or even have 
extended conversations with the Consultants. 
Perhaps some published articles or lists of Flora 
or Fauna which we have compiled at some time 
in the past, were referred to by the Consultants. 
If so, then these instances do not appear in their 
reference list/bibliography and any such use is 
not properly referenced in their draft report. 
Where information is attributed to Holsworth, it 
is incorrect - Yellow-footed Antechinus has 
never been reported from Field Naturalists Club 
trapping in this area - Sugar Gliders have often 
been trapped here, however, but reference to 
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this species has not been included in the Fauna 
section of the Draft Report. Information of this 
sort might have been supplied via the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment but, there has been no recent 
contact with us, specifically, there has been no 
attempt to determine whether we have modified 
any of these lists, if any corrections and 
additions have been made since they were 
compiled, or if we would agree to the use by 
Consultants of personal communications with 
members of the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment. 


Perhaps information supplied to the Department 
by other members of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club has been used by the 
Consultants. If so, each use should have been 
properly acknowledged and the Reference List 
should also reflect this. If the instances of 
unspecified help (implied by _ the 
Acknowledgments) were in the form of personal 
communications, whether written or verbal, 
with the Consultants then each specific use of 
such information should also have been properly 
acknowledged and referenced. 


These serious misimpressions produced by the 
Acknowledgments in the draft report must be 
corrected, preferably by properly 
acknowledging actual information or specific 
instances where assistance was given by the 
named individuals and members of the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club Inc. If this cannot be 
done (because the information provided was not 
sufficiently specific to refer to, because the 
actual contributions have been forgotten or were 
never properly recorded by the Consultants, or 
for various other reasons) then the names of 
these ‘contributors’ must be removed from the 
draft and any subsequent report as it would be 
entirely improper and unfair to imply that the 
named individuals and individual members of 
the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. or the 
Club as an organisation, have given significant 
general but unspecified support either to the 
Consultants or to this EES process. 


Nothing specific can be found acknowledged as 
contributed by Flentje (‘local resident’), Moser 


(‘local resident’), Baxter (‘DNRE, Melbourne’), 


or Price (‘DNRE, Bendigo’). - this should be ~ 


rectified or their names removed also. An 
additional problem with the Draft Report is that 
the Study Methods section refers to discussions 
with local Field Naturalists but only 3 are named 
in the Acknowledgments section (Holsworth, 
Orr, Tzaros) - reference to local Field 
Naturalists and to the Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club should be removed from the Draft Report - 
in its present form it is simply misleading. In 
cases where information has been properly 
referenced but obvious errors have been made, 
these must be corrected. 


The section dealing with Fauna is actually better 
than the Flora section in these respects - because 
Rodney Orr cannot recall any specific instances 
when he gave information on Flora relevant to 
the draft report or the EES process and because 
no specific items of information attributable to 
him are properly referenced in the draft report, 
his name should be removed from the 
Acknowledgments Page of the draft and all 
subsequent versions of the Consultants’ Report 
on the Flora and Fauna of the areas affected by 
the proposal to use the Carshalton site managed 
by Bendigo Mining and the surrounding areas 
of the Diamond Hill Historic Reserve for mining 
operations and dumping of waste soil and rock 
from mining. This will also remove the need to 
correct the mis-spelling of his name. 


It was also noted that Chris Tzaros was 
acknowledged as a member of the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club while Todd Soderquist 
was listed as DNRE - we wondered whether 
Chris’ employment with NRE had commenced 
before this time in which case Chris Tzaros also 
would be more properly identified as DNRE. 


The Reference List/Bibliography is incomplete - 
The Atlas of Victorian Wildlife and the Flora 
Information System are referred to in the Draft 
Report but do not appear in the list of references 
used. 


The Fauna section has not given details of the 
results of Elliot trapping, the results of Hair 
Tube surveys are not included in the Draft 
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Report and the list of mammals likely to be 
found in the area is incomplete. The Flora 
section contains many errors - mostly inclusions 
of species which do not occur here. 


References to Flora and Fauna are often 
carelessly expressed, for example, “dominated 
by native species and three plants” (Page 10) - 
there are many other instances on this page and 
elsewhere in the Draft Report where the word’ 
‘species’ has been omitted, “native species” is 
too imprecise in a report dealing with local and 
regional flora and fauna in the wider context of 
Australian Flora and Fauna. Similarly, 
“introduced plant species” is too imprecise in the 
context of this report.- There are several 
instances of spelling errors in the draft sent to us 
- ‘depleated’, ‘lead’ where ‘led’ was intended, 
for example. 


The Draft Report obviously requires 
considerable intensive Quality Control work 
before the report is completed - are 
interested/concerned members of the community 
expected to work as volunteers to help the paid 
consultants get it right to this extent? 


We trust that our concerns will be attended to 
immediately at this stage of the reporting process 
so that the errors noted do not become part of 
the Final Report. 


Yours sincerely, 

Rodney M Orr 

Committee Member, Bendigo Field Naturalists 
Club Inc 

2 Cockerel Court 

Bendigo 3550 

President: Mrs Jane Cleary 

Immediate Past-President: Dr W Holsworth 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc 

PO Box 396 

Bendigo 3552 


23 January 1998 


Letter of Support for the Trust for 
Nature’s NHT Funding Application for 
the “Covenant Protection Program’ 


On behalf of the Committee and Members of the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists’ Club Inc., Jane 
Cleary (President) 
(Vice-President) wish to offer our support for 


and Rodney Orr 


Trust for Nature’s NHT Funding Application. 
Although we have not yet been able to meet with 
the other members of the Committee or to have 
discussed the details of the application with our 
members, we will do this at our March General 
Meeting next week. We are confident, 
however, that there will be unanimous support 
for this application and that our offer of support 
as an Executive Committee of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists’ Club will be ratified by the full 


Committee and the members. 


We have worked together with the Trust on 
public appeals to collect the donations necessary 
for the purchase of blocks of land with 
important natural values so that this land could 
be permanently protected by Conservation 
Covenants and its natural values conserved for 
the benefit of the whole community. These joint 
appeals between members of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists’ Club, representatives of other 
community groups, and the Trust have been 
successful because of the guidance and 
assistance given by the Trust’s Regional 
Coordinator and Field Officers. 


We understand that the Trust’s NHT 
Application is for funding support to enable the 
present level of part-time employment of the 


Regional Coordinator to be extended because the 
current level of one day per week is insufficient 
to enable action to protect the natural values of 
all blocks of privately owned land in this region 


which require Covenant Protection. 


As Executive Committee of a significant 


‘community group which is deeply involved in 
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addressing the problems of conserving our 
regional natural environment, we are pleased to 
be able to endorse this Application by the Trust 
for Nature for NHT funding. 


Yours sincerely, 


Rodney M Orr 
Vice-President 


Jane Cleary 
President, 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
PO Box 396 
Bendigo 3550 


4 March 1998 


Short Notices 


‘Gardening with local native plants’ is 
the title of a leaflet published by the City of 
Greater Bendigo. It contains many reasons why 
indigenous species are the preferred plants for 
local gardens, a very very long list of plants 
suitable for this purpose and references for 
further information about these plants. 

This leaflet is available (free of charge) from the 
City of Greater Bendigo Environmental Officer. 
Telephone 5434 6000. 


Catching European Wasps 

After having unsuccessfully tried the traditional 
means of attracting European Wasps (cans of 
soft drink, apple juice, jam etc.) Rod Orr has 
discovered the perfect bait. Chop bones in a jar 
are very attractive to the wasps. They can be 
caught, one by one, frozen and disposed of with 
ease. Try it. 


4th Australasian Native Orchid 
Conference and Show. Melbourne 5 — 
8 October, 2000 
The Victorian Group of the Australasian Native 
Orchid Society is hosting the conference. 
The conference will include talks, field trips, 
tours, a photographic competition, art display 
and show. For more information contact the 

Conference Secretariat ~ 

PO Box 2152 

Templestowe Heights Vic. 3107 

ph: (03) 9850 9867 


Anne Bridley has an information leaflet and 
copies for registering expressions of interest. 


V.F.N.C.A Spring Campout — 
‘October 16-18th 1998. 
Warrnambool Field Naturalists Club 


The following activities are planned: 


Friday 16th, 7.00pm: Archie Graham 
Centre. Registration: $5.00. Slides, Supper. 
or Griffith Island, Port Fairy to view 
Mutton Birds. 


Saturday 17th, 8.45am: Day Trip, Bus 
$10.00. Childers Cove area 

1.00pm: Illidge Sanctuary. BYO Lunch 
3.30pm: Hopkins Falls 

5— 6pm: V.F.N.C.A. meeting 

6.45pm: 40th Birthday Dinner. $12.00 
Guest Speaker, Supper 


Sunday 18th, 9am: Tower Hill or Killarney 

Beach 

1.00pm: B.B.Q. in private native garden. 
$3.00 


All activities from or at Archie Graham Centre, 


Timor Street. 
R.S.V.P. 1st October 1998 (with payment). 


J.Shanahan 
P.O. 705, Warrnambool 3280. 


Secretary: 
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Diary 


The.General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior:Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 
Wednesday, April 8, 7.30pm 
Flowers of Western Australia 


Speaker: Graham Hill, Bendigo 


Wednesday, March 13, 7.30pm 


Geology of Bendigo 
Speaker: Gary Johansen, Exploration 


Manager, Bendigo Mining NL. 


5 JUNE 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
SPECIAL PUBLIC LECTURE 
Helping Regent Honeyeaters at Lurg - A win- 
win situation. 
Speaker: Ray Thomas, former Land Protection 
Officer, DNRE, Benalla 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, April 3, 7:30pm 

Peter Allan will give a fascinating survey of 
words and birds in iiterature 

Birds of the Night: Brown and Inland Thornbill 


Friday, May 1, 7.30pm 


Ellen McCullock (Bird Observers Club) will talk 


about birds which nest in hollows. 
Bird of the Night: Blue-faced Honeyeater 


For June Meeting see under ‘General Meeting’ 
Bird of the Night: Grey Butcherbird 


Friday, July 3, 7.30pm 
Members’ night. The topic is ‘bird hollows for 


your own backyard’. John Burton-Clay will 
share his knowledge about their.construction. 
Members will have the opportunity to contribute 
with their own experiences. 

Bird of the Night: Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Friday, August, 7, 7.30pm 
David Geering (DNRE) will talk about the 
Regent Honeyeater Recovery Program. 


Friday, September 4, 7.30pm 

AGM and members’ night, slides and a video 
about Goshawks and Collared Sparrowhawks. 
John Robinson will share his knowledge about 
these. All members are encouraged to note 
down their observations and bring them along. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


It 


